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Donate
Promote independence for people with disabilities by giving
them what they need most...staff supports.
•
•
•
•
•

Start a monthly gift
Make a gift to our endowment
Sponsor or attend an event
Become a corporate partner
Email give@lifedesignsinc.org

Volunteer
Become a friend and role model to a LIFEDesigns client in
our LIFEMentor program.
Member of the Greater Bloomington
Chamber of Commerce and the Columbus
Area Chamber of Commerce.
We’re a proud United Way Member Agency in
Monroe and Bartholomew Counties
www.LIFEDesignsinc.org

Our mission is to partner with & promote independence
for people with disabiltieis

A Look Through 2021

LIFEDesigns Holiday
Drive Thru Party &
Angel Tree picl-up,
December 2021
DSP Appreciation Week,
Septemeber 2021

CEO, Russell Bonanno, receiving
the INARF James M. Hammond
II Executive Leadership Award,
October 2021

LIFEDesigns Monthly Donors 2021

LIFEDesigns promotes independence for people with
disabilities. Our core programs focus on providing staff
supports to people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. We believe everyone deserves the chance to
work at a job in the community and live on their own, AND
with the right supports that anyone can achieve these
things.
We are thankful for all our supporters, and want to give
special recognition to the those who donate each month to
LIFEDesigns.

LIFEDesigns 40th
Anniversary Celebration &
Annual Picnc, July 2021

Adam Hadley
Susan Rinne
Kiwanis Club of South Central Indiana
Kenneth Branaman
Vonnie Renfrow
Sharon Taylor
Terry & Dixie Patterson

Celebrating 40 Years!

Our Financial Summary

Endowed Funds
Heritage Fund
Monroe County Community Foundation
Brown County Community Foundation
Total

$33,233.79
$40,124
$17,798
$91,155.79

Grants
Tri Kappa-Bloomington Alpha Chapter
United Way - Phase 5 Grant
Bloomington Board of Realtors
Southwest Airlines
Jack Hopkins
Total

$3,218.49
$35,000
$1,000
$20,000
$25,512.26
$84,730.75

2021 marks a milestone for LIFEDesigns, as we are
celebrating 40 years of providing support services to
individuals with disabilities in our community.

In 2021, we hosted
our first virtual Art
of Chocolate! We also
partnered with other local
businesses to host a few
virtual Month of Chocolate
events throughout the
month of February 2021.

Month of Chocolate Events
$982
Virtual Chocolate Tasting (Bloomington Chocolate Company) $176
Bloomington Watercolor Society Greeting Cards
$475
Bloomington Watercolor Society Art Sales
$125
Bloomington Watercolor Society Recipe Books
$1,578
Online Acution
$3,336
Total Event Donation

Looking Ahead in 2022
On November 1, 2021, LIFEDesigns’ Board of Directors
unanimously voted to combine LIFEDesigns, Inc.
with Developmental Services, Inc. (DSI), taking effect
December 1, 2021.

While both agencies are successful and financially sound,
this is a strategic decision to take a proactive step to ensure
the sustainability of both organizations well into the future.
LIFEDesigns and DSI are strong agencies, providing high
quality services that boast substantial capital and program
influence in Indiana and are often the models for
service innovation and quality within the industry.
LIFEDesigns and DSI also have a decade long history
of working together, sharing resources and best practice
standards through the industry’s trade association, INARF,
and the Strategic Indiana Provider Network (SIPN). This
partnership has resulted in the agency to becoming one of
the largest non-profit organizations in Indiana helping those
with disabilities. LIFEDesigns and DSI will remain in their
respective local communities and continue to provide the
high quality services the disabled population is accustomed
to receiving.
“The decision by the Board to combine with DSI is proactive and
strategic – as human service agencies we are staying ahead of the
curve and making the best decisions possible for the individuals with
disabilities in our great state of Indiana. We will be better and more
successful together, and I am excited for the future opportunities this
brings." LIFEDesigns’ Chief Executive Officer, Russell Bonanno.

Community Engagement
We promote community integration for people with
disabilities in many ways. Some of the things we offer
are volunteer and internship opportunities, training for
community members, community events, and a mentor
volunteer program.

1,476 34
Volunteer
Hours

48

Students
Involved

Volunteers

Student Involvement
• Service Learning—3 partnerships
• Clubs & Organizations—4 partnerships
• Internships— 6 Interns hosted
Community Trainings Offered
• Disability awareness training

2021 Art of Chocolate
We hosted our first virtual Art of Chocolate in 2021. Despite
not having an in-person event, we had 56 attendees, 13
sponsors, and 27 silent auction items.

2021 Art of Chocolate Sponsors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bloomington Chocolate Company
Bloomington Watercolor Society
Gallery Mortgage Group
92.3 WTTS Music Station
IU Credit Union
JA Benefits
Old National
First Insurance Group
Bob Salzarulo & Terri Porter

2021
Month of Chocolate Net Total
$23,061

Housing

Bloomington Country Club hosted the scramble this year.

Golf Scramble
Our golf committee made up of Troy Whittington, Troy
_______ and Terry Patterson really made this a great
fundraising event!
Thanks to our $500 + Sponsors:
• German American
• Anthem Bluecross BlueSheild
• Blue & Company, LLC
• Old National
• JA Benefits
• Olsen & Company P.C
• Young at Heart Pharmacy

Thanks to 7 other businesses and 72 Golfers who supported
our mission and made this a great day!

Net Total
Raised

$13,018

We believe everyone deserves to live in a home that is nice,
safe, and accessible to their community. It can be particularly
difficult for people with disabilities to find housing that is
both affordable and accessible. Our affordable housing uses
HUD guidelines and standards for eligibility, and rents are
based on income levels. We value each person’s privacy, and
in all our group home and supported living developments,
we’ve made it a priority to ensure each bedroom has it’s own
private bathroom.

93

Residents

Janet C. has been living in Housing Options for over 20 years.
With her disability, she needed a home that was able to
accommodate using her wheelchair. Janet’s apartment has
a lowered mirror in the bathroom and lowered rods in the
closets. Janet has nothing but good things to say about living
in housing options. With LIFEDesigns housing services, Janet
has been able to live comfortably in her own home and create
an environment where she feels safe.

Employment
Our Employment services provide individualized support
for anything that someone might need related to seeking
or keeping employment. Employment First sets the
expectation that everyone can and should work in their
community, regardless of their diagnosis. Our priority is
to help our clients find meaningful work that they enjoy
doing too.

Grants

COVID Relief Grants—$35,000
United Way of Monroe County awarded LIFEDesigns with
the Phase 5 grant of $35,000 as a final injection of Covid-19
relief funding. With this grant, we are able to ensure our
group homes, supported living, and staff are keeping safe
with PPE and other essential equipment.

132

People
Supported

Meet Crystal!

Crystal has been a client of LifeDesigns for four years, receiving
Employment Services that help her advance her career while
pursuing her self-employed business of art and writing. Crystal
recently started working for Baxter Healthcare Pharmaceuticals
in Bloomington working with quality control to help with
vaccines. She is excited that she will be making an impact on
people’s lives that receive vaccines. With LifeDesigns Crystal
is able to work on her networking skills, receive advise about
benefits, take classes to advance her technology and coding skills
and get a job to continue living independently.

Bloomington Board of Realtors - $1,000
LIFEDesigns received funding by the Bloomington Board
of Realtors purchase 3 IPad Cellular tabelts for our LIFE
Mentors to communicate with clients during isolation. This
offers a safe way to continue visits and communication with
family members & guarduains,

Community
Involvement—$3,218
The Tri Kappa -Bloomington
Alpha Chapter awareded
LIFEDesigns with over
$3,000 to plant a garden at
our Housing Options 1 &
2. This opportunity allows
our clients to engage in the
community and participate
as active members.

Fun & Leisure Activities—$20,000
Southwest Airlines awarded us $20,000 as part of their One
Million Dollars of Thanks contest. This award allowed us to
gift our clients with an opportunity to travel the country and
spread kindess in the communtiy.

Health & Wellness - $25,512
Jack Hopkins awarded our Community Relations Team
with over $25,000 grant to help rebuild and pilot a new
Day Services Program for our clients. The COVID-19
pandemic had a great effect on our community when the
CDC recommnded social distances to reduce the spread of
the virus. To keep our clients and staff safe, we made the
difficult decision to close our Day Services Program and
redirect our staff to work in other settings.

Because of preventative actions taken, we are now able to
safely gather and safely bring our clients back together. With
this grant, we will be starting our Day Program again in
2022.

Support Services
Behavior Support, Healthcare Coordination
& Assistive Technology
Support services are offered to supplement Community
Living services and achieve greater independence over
time. These services are based on the needs of each
person, and what works well for them.

Behavior Support

11

"Jennifer enjoys not having staff with her, and
we have a peace of mind." ~ Jennifer's parents

People
Supported

Assistive Technology
"Night Owl Security" allows people to live more
independently, by giving them more time without staff.
Motion sensors, a bracelet with a button, and smoke
detectors alert staff immediately if help is needed.

Wellness

We have four nurses on staff who
performed blank health assessments, and
act as a resource for all our staff. Wellness
coordination extends beyond services
provided through routine doctor visits.
Clients receive face to face visits and a head
to toe assessment of health and vitals with
our nurses each month.

54

People
Supported

Learning to “fit in” to society can be very
difficult for people with certain types
of disabilities, such as Autism. Having a
conversation with someone, maintaining
eye contact, or trying new foods can be
a scary experience. In these instances
we offer emotional and social supports
to teach skills needed to learn social and
professional expectations.

31
People

Supported

2021 Donors

Meet LIFEDesigns Client, Ryan C!

$10,000+

United Way of Monroe County

$5,000+

Brady & Casey Mullis
Jim & Joyce Grandorf
Vickie Renfrow

$2,500+

Ed & Jan Ryan
Emily Rosolowski & Jason Kasza
Bob Salzarulo & Terri Porter
Brian O'Neill

Ryan was diagnosed with Autism at the age of three.
He has an amazing memory, especially when it
comes to dates and numbers. LIFEDesigns provides
both supported living and employment services.
In June 2020, with the help of LIFEDesigns, Ryan
was able to move into his own apartment. Through
his employment services, he has two jobs. He just
celebrated six years with AMC and started a new
position back in March 2021 with The Graduate
Hotel. When Ryan isn’t busy working, he spends his
time practicing to become a ventriloquist and has a
massive VHS and DVD collection. He currently owns
10 ventriloquist dolls which he has on display in his
apartment.
Because of the services we provide to Ryan, he has been
able to achieve this lifestyle he has always desired and
achieve independence.

Bill & Kathleen Oliver
Katy Lengacher
Mona Mellinger
Ronald Nelson

Cummins
Russell Bonanno
Tim & Christina Hightower
Toyota

$1000+

Brad & Cheryl Sorensen
Cody & Sarah Burgess
Cory & Jane Johnson
Jack & Susan Krajnak
Jamie & Deb Prenkert
Jerry & Sandy Siefers
John Fishbone
John & Molly Whelan
Kurt & Stephanie Shelton
Louann LaPadula

Sharon Taylor
Terry & Dixie Patterson
Valeri Haughton-Motley

$500+

Mike & Dorothy Carmin
Mike & Rita Ramey
Mutual of America
Scott Burgins & Andrea Murray
Stuart & Cookie Mufson
Susan Gray
Tim & Erika Henke
Tim Tresslar & Ae Young
Work to Include
Vonnie Renfrow

Employee Monthly Donors

Kimberly Anderson
Timothy Baer
Desiree Branaman
Ralph Freeman Jr.
James Gilmartin
Lisa Harris
Carrie Hommel
Alexandra Johnson
Stephanie Kennedy
Kristen King

Louann LaPadula
Jennifer Merrick
Timothy Mobley
Carmella Newton
Phillip Newton
Laurie Norton
Michael Paxson
Victoria Purtlebaugh
Ellen Roth
Isaac Salazar

Samantha Sandlin
Lori Schopmeyer
Erin Thurston
Lisa VanDeventer
Shelby VanDeventer
Stephanie Shelton
Alyssa Walls
Andrew Watkins
Linda Wootton
Angelina Yor

Respite

We provide staff supports to people whose
family provides the majority of their care.
This gives the family a break, while we
focus on teaching the person about their
community.

Meet Sam!

Monthly Sustainers 2020

11

Families
Served

Another way to support community-based services for
individuals with disabilities is by pledging a monthly
donation. Ongoing monthly donations provide us with a
consistency in our revenue that assists in improving client
services and direct support staff compensation.

We thank the following donors for pledging to monthly gifts
through 2020:
Emily Rosolowski
Vonnie Renfrow
David Sonneborn
Terry & Dixie Patterson
Susan Rinne
Kendyl Owens
AND 94 Employees!
Your sustaining donations give life enriching
opportunities to people with disabilities.

We Thank You

Sam is 18 and he receives respite services from
LIFEDesigns. Sam goes to Bloomington North High School
and he sings with the All Abilities Choir sponsored by
LIFEDesigns. Sam is outgoing and doesn’t know a stranger.
With LIFEDesigns staff he goes on walks and outings into
the community, and they help him work on life skills.

Our Services

Group Homes

At the heart of our mission our programs and direct
support employees are the key to making a positive impact
in people’s lives.

We have 5 group homes where services are designed to
maximize our clients’ abilities. - inlcude info abt group
homes closing

28

People
Supported

With

155

Employees
We
Supported

Meet Eugene!

361
People

in South Central
Indiana

BECAUSE

of our supports

147

People own or
rent their own
home

Community Living

AND

42

People Got
Jobs

Supported Living, Group Homes & Respite
Our community living programs provide staff supports to
teach people life skills, employment skills, and social skills.

Eugene has been supported by LIFEDesigns for over 5
years. Euegen lives in one of our group home with 2 other
roomates who are his best friends. By living in the group
home, Euegne has developed essential home economic
skills like cooking and cleaning. With our staff's guidance,
he has also learned to start and continue conversations
and initiate, cultivate and maintian relationships.

Supported Living

Supported living gives
people more opportunity
to make choices in their life
like: where to live, who they
want to live with, and what
their daily schedule looks
like.

