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Donate
Promote independence for people with disabilities by giving 

them what they need most...staff supports.

 Volunteer
Become a friend and role model to a LIFEDesigns client in 

our LIFEMentor program. 

• Start a monthly gift
• Make a gift to our endowment
• Sponsor or attend an event
• Become a corporate partner
• Email give@lifedesignsinc.org

Terry Patterson, Chair
Edward Ryan, Vice Chair/Treasurer
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Sarah Burgess, CHDO Representative

Sharon Taylor
Kenneth Branaman

Troy Whittington
Adam Hadley



A Look Through 2020

Tim & Christina Hightower
Rick & Mona Mellinger
Brady & Casey Mullis
Brian & Ann O’Neill 

Emily Rosolowski & Jason Kasza
Vickie Renfrow
Ed & Jan Ryan

Bob Salzarulo & Terri Porter

LIFEDesigns Ambassadors 2020
With state funding for disability services failing to keep pace 
with the increase in service costs, fundraising is essential to 
continue and improve the services we are able to provide 
our clients. We are thankful for all our supporters, and want 
to give special recognition to the LIFEDesigns Ambassadors. 
Formed at the end of 2018, the group works throughout the 
year to educate others about our mission and the benefits 
of community integration to our clients and to the entire 
community. The Charter LIFEDesigns Ambassadors are:

Russell Bonanno, 
CEO, at the Art of 

Chocolate, February 
2020 DSP Appreciation Week, 

Septemeber 2020

Realtor Grant Fund for PPE, 
October 2020

Accpeting the check from the 
German American Giveaway 

Contest, November 2020

Angel Tree present pick-up, 
December 2020



Our Financial Summary

Memorial Funds

Heritage Fund
Brown Co. Community Foundation
Comm. Foundation Bloomington & Monroe Co. 
Board Designated  
Total

Robert D. Southern Memorial
Shrake Memorial
Sophia Travis Memorial
Vern Smith Memorial
William A. Cook Memorial
Minor John Stierwalt

Endowed Funds

2020 Total Revenue—$12,376,710

2020 Total Expenses—$11,162,639

2020 Net Total—$1,214,071

$29,264
$15,084
$34,080

$523,948
$602,377

$26,047
$4,929

$346
$363

$43,744
$424

Celebrating 40 Years!
2021 marks a milestone for LIFEDesigns, as we are 
celebrating 40 years of providing support services to 
individuals with disabilities in our community. 



Looking Ahead
We're moving into a new strategic planning year cycle. In 
2021, we'll be gathering feedback from our key stakeholders 
including clients, family members, donors, volunteers, 
employees, board members, ambassadors, and community 
members. We hope you'll help shape the future of our 
programs by watching for surveys throughout the year. Here 
are some key focus areas we've identified:

• Growth in fundraising
We hope to engage a greater cross-section of the 
community in our fundraising efforts and grow our 
endowment.

• Staff development
We hope to achieve growth and increased retention 
of our direct support staff with improved training and 
compensation.

• LIFEMentor program
We've seen great success in this program in giving clients 
opportunities to develop relationships with community 
members rather than just with paid staff.

• Increase name recognition
We want more people in the community to recognize 
LIFEDesigns by our name and connect our mission to our 
name.

• Board development
We hope to continue to build involvement of the 
community as members of our board of directors or 
various committee members.

Month of Chocolate Events:
We Paint...The Sweet Life! (Bloomington Watercolor Society)

For the Love of Chocolate (Bell Trace Senior Living Center)

Rock N Roll Dance Party (Don't Call Me Bettery Band)

Cocoa Bliss Emersion (Ekah Yoga)

Total Event Donations

King of Cakes Sponsor ($10,000+)
• Bloomington Moose Lodge

Chocolate Fan ($1000+)
• Bunger & Robertson
• First Insurance Group
• IU Credit Union
• JA Benefits
• Old National Bank

Chocolate Taster ($500+)
• Blue & Company
• Cinnaire
• Cintas
• Cook
• John Bethell Title Co.
• Crane Credit Union
• Koorsen Fire & Security

$435
$438
$376
$100

$1349

Special Thanks to Kaytee 
Lorentzen Photography 

for volunteering for 
all Month of Chocolate 

photos!

Right: Jennifer sold her 
jewelry and art at the Art 

of Chocolate and made 
nearly $100!



Community Engagement
We promote community integration for people with 
disabilities in many ways. Some of the things we offer 
are volunteer and internship opportunities, training for 
community members, community events, and a mentor 
volunteer program.

Volunteer 
Hours

3,013

Volunteers
39

Students 
Involved

23

Community Trainings Offered
• Disability awareness training

Student Involvement
• Service Learning—3 partnerships
• Clubs & Organizations—3 partnerships
• Internships— 19 Interns hosted

2020 
Month of Chocolate

2020 Art of Chocolate
The All Abilities Choir performed at the Art of Chocolate, and 
Sam shared his story with us!
In–Kind Sonsors ($500+)
• Baldwin Sound & Light
• Baugh Fine Print & Mailing
• Bloomington Chocolate Company
• Bloomington Watercolor Society
• Emily Rosolowski & Jason Kasza
• Gallery Mortgage Group
• Herald Times
• Lamar
• Limestone Post
• One World Catering
• Spirit 95/WCLS
• WGCL/WTTS
• WQRK Super Oldies

$33,152
Net Total



Housing
We recognize the importance of affordable housing for our 
clients. We own 84 affordable housing units that are available 
to our clients and other members of the community who 
meet federally-defined income requirements.

A single mom working and going to college, Julie feels 
fortunate that she has a home in Housing Options. She is 
happy that her daughter has experienced some security and 
consistency. Her daughter has met people with disabilities, 
and shares what she's learned with her little sister—"to treat 
everyone with respect" . 

88
Residents

Golf Scramble
Our golf committee made up of Troy Whittington, Troy 
_______ and Terry Patterson really made this a great 
fundraising event!

Thanks to our $500 + Sponsors:
• Crane Credit Union
• Tim Hightower
• Young at Heart
• Old National Bank
• JA Benefits
• Olson & Company
• Ed Ryan

Thanks to 15 other businesses and 73 Golfers who 
supported our mission and made this a great day! 

Bloomington Country Club hosted the scramble this year.

Net Total 
Raised 

$12,094



Employment
Our Employment services provide 
individualized support for anything that 
someone might need related to seeking or 
keeping employment. We worked with 60 
businesses who employed clients in 2018!

People
Supported

167

Seamas began working with LIFEDesigns Employment 
Services in 2020. Seamas is a talented artist, and really 
enjoys drawing. He hopes to someday own his own art 
studio. A LIFEDesigns Employment Consultant partnered 
with him as he started his career exploration and set up a 
work experience with Freddys. A work experience is a great 
way for someone like Seamas to try out a job before being 
hired

Grants
COVID Relief Grants—$75,124
We're incredibly grateful for the funds awarded to us this 
year for COVID relief. These funds made it possible for 
our clients to continue receiving consistent staff supports 
even when reimbursement funding was not available. It 
also helped purchase PPE to keep both our clients and 
employees safe and prevent the spread of COVID-19.

LIFEDesigns received funding through the payroll 
protection program, which allowed us to operate when 
reimbursements for services weren't avaialable due to 
community restrictions and social distancing requirements.

PPP Loan—$1,716,810

Monroe County Cares—$30,000
Bloomington Board of Realtors—$1,024
City of Bloomington, JHSSF—$18,800
Leadership Bloomington Monroe County—$300
United Way of Monroe County—$25,000

Meet Seamas!

Gifts from our Community Supporters
Cummins Inc. & Toyota Metrial Handling—$7,500
German American Bank—$3,333



The Community Foundation 
of Bloomington and Monroe 
County awarded $25,000 
and United Way of Monroe 
county awarded $15,500 
to help with mental health, 
maladaptive behaviors, and 
training to reduce stress and 
anxiety by hiring a Board 
Certified Behavior Analyst 
to provide training and 
support to our clients and 
employees.

Behavior and Mental 
Health—$40,500

The Community Foundation of Bloomington and Monroe 
County awarded funds to purchase iPads we could loan to 
our clients to provide them access to virtual services, such 
as LIFEDesigns Fun with Friends on Zoom or music therapy.

Virtual Programs—$2,500

SCI REMC's Operation Round Up funded equipment needed 
for our group home security systems to continue keeping 
residents safe.

Our Jefferson Group home needed both bathrooms 
renovated for accessibility and durability. The Owen County 
Community Foundation award supports this.

Group Home Security System Improvements—$2,000

Jefferson Group Home Renovations—$2,500

Vectren's CenterPoint Energy Foundation awarded $7,500 
to our employment services to make employment supports 
more accessible and virtual. This gift also provided some 
items like bus passes, gas cards, clothing, etc. for people 
seeking jobs.

Virtual Employment Services—$7,500



Wellness
We have four nurses on staff who 
performed 1601 health assessments, and 
act as a resource for all our staff. Wellness 
coordination extends beyond services 
provided through routine doctor visits. 
Clients receive face to face visits and a head 
to toe assessment of health and vitals with 
our nurses each month. 

People
Supported

63

Assistive Technology
"Night Owl Security" allows people to live more 
independently, by giving them more time without staff. 
Motion sensors, a bracelet with a button, and smoke 
detectors alert staff immediately if help is needed.

People
Supported

10
"Jennifer enjoys not having staff with her, and 
we have a peace of mind." ~ Jennifer's parents

Support Services

Behavior Support

Optional support services to clients in our community 
living program. These supports promote overall health, 
social skills, and independence.

We offer behavior support to help understand, manage, 
and support challenging behaviors.  Behaviors can affect 
social activities, work, and emotional health. These supports 
provide strategies to the client and people supporting the 
individual to develop appropriate skills and behavior.

People
Supported

47

Behavior Support, Assistive Technology 
& Wellness



New Virtual Programming
COVID-19 impacted disability services tremendously 
in 2020, with community services closing everywhere 
due to social distancing, stay at home orders and other 
community restrictions. LIFEDesigns began offering virtual 
programs for our clients and others in the community.

Facebook Live

Fun with Friends
Virtual social time, to chat and catch up with friends, 
participate in activities and games, and learn about 
common interests. Our staff facilitate 30 minute sessions 
at least 2 times per day and plan activities like hangman or 
art group. 

Fun with Friends is and inclusive activity open to 
ANYONE who wants to join!

We've also started doing Facebook Live a few times a week 
to offer educational content like social distancing and hand 
sanitizing tips, exercise and cooking classes, and more!

2020 Donors

Scott & Linda Flanders 
United Way of Bartholomew County

United Way of Monroe County

Brady & Casey Mullis 
Jim & Joyce Grandorf

Vickie Renfrow

$5,000+

$10,000+

$2,500+

$1000+

Bill & Kathleen Oliver
Katy Lengacher
Mona Mellinger
Ronald Nelson 

Ed & Jan Ryan 
Emily Rosolowski & Jason Kasza
Bob Salzarulo & Terri Porter
Brian O'Neill

Cummins
Russell Bonanno
Tim & Christina Hightower
Toyota

$500+
Brad & Cheryl Sorensen
Cody & Sarah Burgess
Cory & Jane Johnson
Jack & Susan Krajnak 
Jamie & Deb Prenkert
Jerry & Sandy Siefers
John Fishbone 
John & Molly Whelan
Kurt & Stephanie Shelton 
Louann LaPadula

Mike & Dorothy Carmin
Mike & Rita Ramey 
Mutual of America 
Scott Burgins & Andrea Murray
Stuart & Cookie Mufson 
Susan Gray 
Tim & Erika Henke
Tim Tresslar & Ae Young
Work to Include
Vonnie Renfrow

Anonymous Donor in Memory of Rita Stierwalt

Larkin Charitable Fund in memory of Ann O'Neill
Sharon Taylor
Terry & Dixie Patterson 
Valeri Haughton-Motley

In Kind Gifts Valued at $500+
Lamar Advertising Company

Victor Settle Jewelry



We provide staff supports to people whose 
family provides the majority of their care. 
This gives the family a break, while we 
focus on teaching the person about their 
community.

Respite

Families
Served

11

Sam is 18 and he receives respite services from 
LIFEDesigns.  Sam goes to Bloomington North High School 
and he sings with the All Abilities Choir sponsored by 
LIFEDesigns.  Sam is outgoing and doesn’t know a stranger.  
With LIFEDesigns staff he goes on walks and outings into 
the community, and they help him work on life skills.  

We Thank  You

Meet Sam! Emily Rosolowski
Vonnie Renfrow

David Sonneborn
Terry & Dixie Patterson

Susan Rinne
Kendyl Owens

AND 94 Employees!

Monthly Sustainers 2020
Another way to support community-based services for 
individuals with disabilities is by pledging a monthly 
donation. Ongoing monthly donations provide us with a 
consistency in our revenue that assists in improving client 
services and direct support staff compensation. 

We thank the following donors for pledging to monthly gifts 
through 2020:

Your sustaining donations give life enriching 
opportunities to people with disabilities.



Group Homes
We have 5 group homes where services are designed to 
maximize our clients’ abilities. 

People
Supported

28

Omarrie began his journey as a client with LIFEDesigns 
close to 20 years ago. Throughout his experience Omarrie 
has been involved with the group home program, 
participates in the TSI day program, and has been provided 
necessary 24/7 care. These resources have created a safe 
and happy environment for Omarrie to flourish while 
being nonverbal. 

Supported living gives 
people more opportunity 
to make choices in their life 
like: where to live, who they 
want to live with, and what 
their daily schedule looks 
like.

Supported Living

Community Living

Our community living programs provide staff supports to 
teach people life skills, employment skills, and social skills.

Supported Living, Group Homes & Respite

Employees
240

With

We 
Supported

472
People

in South Central 
Indiana

People own or 
rent their own 

home

141
BECAUSE

of our supports

People Got 
Jobs

23
AND

Our Services
At the heart of our mission our programs and direct 
support employees are the key to making a positive impact 
in people’s lives. 

Meet Omarrie!


