
Employment Up 23% in 2014

Each year, LIFEDesigns recognizes the talents and improvements 
of our staff, customers, and volunteers in an awards ceremony. 
This event is particularly gratifying because we are able to inspire 
hard work and reward progress. We would like to thank everyone 
who came to the ceremony this year to celebrate these individual’s 
efforts. Congratulations to all of our award winners! 

We would like to recognize LIFEDesigns Employment Services team for their efforts during the year of 2014. 
Finding gainful employment can be a daunting task for someone at any stage of life. During 2014, LIFEDesigns 
Employment Services team has found huge success supporting our customers to find jobs where they will grow 
and prosper. Employment rates are up 23% from 2013!

There are many myths that serve as roadblocks for people with disabilities looking for employment. Here at 
LIFEDesigns, it is our job to break down these barriers and show employers the benefits of hiring individuals 
with disabilities. A recent national survey showed that 92% of consumers are favorable to companies that hire 
employees with disabilities. Employee retention is also much higher among individuals with disabilities when 
compared to the general workforce. 

We would like to recognize 
Brandi Hamilton, LIFEDesigns 
Supported Employment Director, 
for leading our employment team 
and customers to success. Their 
hard work throughout the year has 
brought the happiness of finding 
a job they love to 25 LIFEDesigns 
customers.

Justin, Best Buy Employee of 4 Years
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Each month, LIFEDesigns recognizes a customer of the month, DSP of the month, and team of the month. 
These awards are chosen based on outstanding achievements, efforts, and great ambition. Please read the 
amazing stories below to enjoy some of our happiest moments with us!

DSP of the Month

We would like to congratulate 
Molly Young for being selected as 
March’s DSP of the Month! 

Molly goes above and beyond 
expectations. She has shown great 
dedication to her job, she is caring, 
resourceful, and the customers 
love her. 

Molly is friendly, responsible, and 
exactly the type of employee we 
want on the LIFEDesigns team. 
We couldn’t be happier to have her 
here.

Thank you Molly!

Team of the Month

The CEO Team has been selected as 
the team of the month for March. 
The team has gone through many 
changes over the past several 
months and they have done a great 
job adapting and finding success.

The team faced the challenge of 
finding a new manager during 
the month of February. Using the 
leadership within the group, they 
managed to embrace these changes 
and pull together a solid team. We 
appreciate all of their hard work 
and dedication.

Thank you CEO Team!

Customer of the Month 

Ron Sipes is being recognized 
as the customer of the month 
for his volunteer efforts within  
LIFEDesigns!

Ron has helped train new 
Employees in a respectful support 
class since the beginning of 
this year. He gives a 30 minute 
presentation during each training 
session focusing on customer 
expectations and helping customers 
with physical needs. Ron is doing a 
great job and we are so thankful for 
his time and effort!

Congratulations Ron!

LIFEDesigns Mission Spotlight

On any given day in the LIFEDesigns office, 
you will see a diverse mix of people all working 
together towards a common goal. Some of 
these individuals are volunteers, others are 
customers, and many are full time employees. 
Although everyone plays a different role at 
LIFEDesigns, we all share the same vision, 
and that is what brings us here everyday: we 
envision communities that support all people, 
where each person is valued, and where 
everyone belongs. It is not what we are doing 
on any given day or how we do it that matters. 
We work for LIFEDesigns because we want to 
be part of the solution. We want to help change 
people’s lives in our community.

Why do we work for LIFEDesigns?

Help us fulfill our mission by contributing in the ways that you can contribute. Donate. Advocate. Volunteer.

2014 Benevon



Progress at the Crawford Apartments
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The Crawford Apartment complex is a collaborative project between 
LIFEDesigns and the Shalom Community Center that provides 
permanent supportive housing for individuals who were once homeless 
and are physically disabled, or are struggling with mental illness or 
addiction. In September of 2014, LIFEDesigns and Shalom Community 
Center were awarded the Lieutenant Governor’s Award for Excellence 
in Affordable Housing and Community Development for their work 
at Crawford Apartments. We are very happy with the progress that has 
been made at Crawford over the past year.

LIFEDesigns would like to thank everyone that came out in the rain to 
support Homeward Bound in their mission to provide housing and fight 
homelessness in Indiana. Despite the rain, the event collectively raised 
$15,191 and the LIFEDesigns team was awarded a prize for having the 
most members registered!

If you did not get a chance to make it out because of the weather, dona-
tions are still being accepted online at HomewardBoundIndiana.org, and 
then selecting Bloomington. If you collected pledges and did not make it 
to the event, you can mail them to: Homeward Bound Bloomington PO 
Box 3126 Bloomington, IN 47402. Thank you for your support!

Homeward Bound 5K Walk 2015 

Durrell Patton speaks about his transformation after 
moving into Crawford at the Homeward Bound Walk

 In the first year, 28 residents collectively:
  • Doubled the number of people with healthcare
  • Reduced emergency room use by 65%
  • Increased their income by 28%
  • Reduced incarcerations by 88%



Help us fulfill our mission by contributing in the ways that you can contribute. Donate. Advocate. Volunteer.

Spring Soccer Program

812-325-1548 or check the Special Olympics of Indiana Monroe County Facebook page to see the status of 
practice. This is a great chance for players to develop their skills and get some fresh air and exercise!

We are excited to announce that 
Monroe County Special Olympics 
will be starting a soccer program 
this spring. The program will not be 
competitive, but instead will focus 
on learning and developing players 
skills. Practices will be at 6:00 pm 
every Wednesday at Karst Park, 
beginning on May 13th. If you 
or your loved ones are interested 
in participating, please come out 
for the first day of practices! The 
practices will be held on the south 
end of field 2, and will be lead by 
coach Mike Grubb. Appropriate 
attire is required. If the weather is 
questionable, please call

Taste of Lucky’s - May 30th, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Lucky’s Market, a Colorado-based natural grocer, 
will open its first Indiana store on May 20th. 
They aim to bring local, organic, sustainable, and 
traditionally crafted foods to Bloomington. To 
celebrate to opening of their new store, Lucky’s 
is holding the Taste of Lucky’s. The event will 
include a cookout, live music, yard games, and 
a face painter! It will be held at the new Lucky’s 
Market, 2424 S Walnut St, Bloomington, IN 
47401. Food will cost $1 and all of the proceeds 
will be donated to LIFEDesigns. This money will 
be used to support our Continuing Education 
Options program. The CEO program is a
community based educational program that allows our customers to explore hobbies and special interests as 
well as enhance their social skills by interacting with people within the community. The program currently 
serves over 80 part and full-time customers at LIFEDesigns. We would like to thank Lucky’s Market for holding 
this event and contributing to LIFEDesigns! This a great opportunity to eat, have fun, and contribute to a great 
cause.  Hope to see you there!

LIFEDesigns mission is to partner with people of all ages and abilities to lead meaningful and active lives.


