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The Crawford Apartments project, a supportive 

housing collaboration, came about through the efforts 
of the South Central Housing Network, a regional and 
joint body of agencies who have committed to work to 
end homelessness in our communities.  The overriding 
vision of our project is that all of those in our community 
should have stable, decent and affordable housing. Our 
values include self-determination, treating people with 
integrity, and accessible services for those most in need.

The Housing Network first identified a critical unmet 
housing need through the point-in-time homeless counts 
and regional Continuum of Care planning process.  The 
region was found to lack sufficient housing options 
available to people with disabilities experiencing 
homelessness.  This resulted in the mobilization of 
several partner agencies in order to participate in the 
Indiana Supportive Housing Institute in the spring of 
2011 during which the planning for this development 
took place.  The partners designed a project to address 
the availability of housing and to wrap sufficient services 
around.  The project provides:

• Safe, secure one bedroom apartments for 25 
individuals or couples;

• Employment counseling, training and placement;
• Daily living skills instruction;
• Counseling;
• Case management;
• Addictions counseling and support;
• Health and wellness counseling; and
• Nutrition instruction.
The apartments will be available to people who 

have disabilities who have experienced homelessness 
frequently or for a one year period or more.  Generally 
the reason individuals are in this situation is due to the 
lack of affordable housing or their inability to access 
services. 

The Crawford Building Project is funded by Low 
Income Housing Tax Credits (an IRS program overseen 
by Indiana Housing and Community Development); 
the City of Bloomington; Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Indianapolis; Indiana Housing and Community 
Development.  The Corporation for Supportive Housing 
also provided a predevelopment loan to the project for 
initial planning.  

Services and ongoing operations are funded by a 
grant to the Shalom Center from the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  This is a three 
year grant which is renewable annually after the first 3 
years.  It will cover costs for case management services 
and rent at the apartments.  Partner providers of other 
services will connect tenants with the sources of funding 
for those respective services.  For example, LIFEDesigns 
will work with tenants to enroll in Indiana Vocational 
Rehabilitation to access funding for employment 
training and placement.  Supportive housing saves money 
and benefits for both the tenant and the community.

Supportive housing is a successful, cost-effective 
combination of affordable housing with services 
that helps people live more stable, productive lives.  
Supportive housing works well for people who face 
the most complex challenges—individuals and families 
who are not only homeless, but who also have very low 
incomes and serious, persistent issues that include 
disability, substance use, mental illness, and HIV/AIDS. 
Housing first is a service paradigm that assumes a person 
is ready to be housed and with appropriate supports can 
retain their housing.  

According to the University of Pennsylvania Center 
for Mental Health Policy and Services Research initial 
housing costs are offset by annual savings per person of 
$16,282 which nearly pays for the housing expenditure. 
This savings is a direct result of: Reduction in public 
health services, Decline in shelter use; and Reduced 
incarceration.  At the same time neighborhoods have 
reported: Improved safety and beautification; Increased 
or stabilized property values; and that Neighbors 
embrace supportive housing as an asset.

LIFEDesigns is excited to be part of helping our 
community and those with disabilities experiencing 
homelessness.  We know that many of the people in 
need are individuals who because of their disability 
may not reach out for help.  This project will combine 
the resources of several agencies in our community 
toward providing one small piece of the the answer 
to this puzzle.  Please feel free to contact me for more 
information.

Crawford Apartments - A Community Partnership

“LIFEDesigns is excited to be part of 
helping our community and those with 
disabilities experiencing homelessness.”
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Special Olympics

LIFEDesigns Holiday Party

Saturday, December 1, 2013
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Bloomington Moose Lodge - 840 S Cory Lane

Join us for food, music, dancing, and gifts! All are welcome!

Thank you to everyone who gave in our 30 for 30 Campaign! We celebrated 30 years of 
service by asking everyone to donate $30 to LIFEDesigns. We kicked off our campaign at last 
year’s Annual Picnic in August and ended it with this year’s Annual Picnic in October. We 
had a goal of $150,000 and we reached it! Thank you to everyone who gave!

30
for
30

Mark Your Calendars!

Several hundred people, including many affiliated with LIFEDesigns, participated in the 5th annual Buddy Walk 
on October 7th, 2012. It was a perfect fall afternoon at Bryan Park- blue skies, brisk air, and plenty of music 
and entertainment.  The Bloomington event is one of 250 Buddy Walks nationwide, and  is hosted locally by 
the Down Syndrome Family Connection, a group serving South Central Indiana whose purpose is “to promote 
greater acceptance and understanding of Down syndrome; to educate, inform and involve all people to recognize 
the uniqueness and capabilities of individuals with Down syndrome and the inherent dignity of all people with 
developmental disabilities; and to provide education and support for communities, families and individuals living, 
learning and growing with Down syndrome.”  The Buddy Walk serves as the group’s main fundraiser, with money 
raised to support local, as well as, national advocacy initiatives. 

Buddy Walk 2012
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Thanks to LAMAR Outdoor Advertising for giving us the 
tickets to go to an Indianapolis Indians Game!

Kids LEAP
Kids’ LEAP ran from June 4, 2012 to August 6, 2012.  We had eight children participate this year, up from 4 the 

year before.  The program was based out of First Presbyterian Church and the children used the church as a meeting 
spot, a place to eat lunch and a location for activities on rainy days.  Staff included Kierstin Hamlin, Caitlin Burden, 
Kaitlynn Myer, Katie Dunbar, Caroline Sanders and Joni Wolgast.  

Activities varied depending on the week but included lunch in People’s Park, bowling, movies, arts and crafts, 
tours of the firehouse, events at the local library and activities in conjunction with Bloomington Parks and Recreation 
Department. Additionally, field trips to the Children’s Museum and the Indianapolis Zoo were highlights of the 
summer.  Thanks to a generous donation from Psi Iota Xi Sorority, we were able to offer partial scholarships to three 
children. It was a successful summer for the Kids’ LEAP program!

LIFEDesigns’ Picnic
LIFEDesigns’ Annual Picnic this year proved to be a successful day of fun, food and dancing. With about 150 people 
in attendance braving the cool October weather, the upbeat mood at Donner Park in Columbus could not be ignored.  
The first picnic since the merger brought staff, customers, families and community partners together to recognize 
the bright future LIFEDesigns has been working toward.

Having the picnic in Columbus, Indiana was new this year. Since LIFEDesigns has just opened an office in Columbus 
to serve more individuals in Bartholomew County, we thought Donner Park would be the perfect location to host this 
year’s picnic. Everyone enjoyed keeping warm by dancing to the music of our very own Jenn Russ and her band. It 
was the highlight of the day.
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United Way Campaign Update
The “winners” of Penny Wars were Terri Bible in first place, Lisa VanDeventer in 
second place and Ricky Tanner in third place. All were good sports and took a pie in the 
face at our Halloween Party (see above) and watch for more pictures on the website and 
Facebook soon. Penny Wars raised $226.30...more than last year by far! 
 
Jeans for a Cause raised $56! This is also more than last year’s total. Thank you! 
Although everyone enjoyed wearing jeans throughout the week, we will have to go back to regular office attire until 
next year’s Jeans for a Cause rolls around. 

 
Payroll Deduction also went well. We raised $677, which is again, more than last year. We did a 
drawing from the folks who gave through payroll deduction to the United Way or increased their 
payroll deduction amount to go to the United Way and the people who won the drawing received 
gas cards. 

We also received an outright $50 donation from one of our staff. This resulted in a total of 
$1009.30! Our goal was to increase our giving from last year by 10% this year….we increased it by 

about 275%!! THANK YOU to all of our employee’s for helping us to nearly triple last year’s campaign amount!!! We 
appreciate it and so does the United Way!

Annual Halloween Party
The LIFEDesigns’ Halloween Party took place Tuesday, October 30th from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Bloomington Moose Lodge.  This year’s bash, the most 

anticipated of the year for LIFEDesigns customers 
and staff, featured games, food, costumes, prizes 
and dancing, with music provided by Dance 
Machine Entertainment

Volunteers from Indiana University’s Kelley 
School International Business Association, 
Campus Girl Scouts and Chi Delta Phi Sorority provided 
volunteers for the event. Pizza was contributed by Pizza Hut and Pizza X. The Halloween 
party was open to employees, customers, donors, families and other members of the public. 
Over 250 people attended.

Games were played and 
prizes were given to the winners. Trophies were given 
out for those who had the best, scariest and cutest 
costumes. A trophy was also given out for the best 
dancer. A dance-off ensued to determine the winner 
and in the end Justin reined supreme. 

In addition to all the fun activities, LIFEDesigns 
celebrated giving back to the community.  After 
two months of fundraising, LIFEDesigns wrapped 
up their United Way of Monroe County Annual 
Campaign at the party with the “winners” of Penny 
Wars receiving a pie in the face. 

Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the 
party! We hope you had a blast!

Terri Bible, Lisa VanDeventer and Ricky 
Tanner (from left to right below)“won” Penny 
Wars! With banana cream, lemon meringue 
and chocolate silk...they sure look SWEET!!
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Our Newsletter for the LIFEDesigns Community

We are going paperless to save paper, money and the environment!
Help us by signing up to receive our Newsletter by email.

Go to www.lifedesignsinc.org to sign up.

Our Mission:
IFEDesigns partners with people with disabilities and our communities to bring about self-
directed and fulfilled lives through education, information and support.L www.lifedesignsinc.org

To receive services from LIFEDesigns:
please call 800-875-9615 and ask for our Director of Services. 

To become an employee of LIFEDesigns and be part of our team:
please contact our Human Resources Director at 800-875-9615.

To donate to LIFEDesigns in support of our mission:
please send checks to the address listed above. 
You can also give over the phone at 800-875-9615. 
Or donate securely online via PayPal at www.lifedesignsinc.org.


